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SCIENCE BECOMES PROFESSIONAL CBICENTENNIAL) 


CINSERTS Ili TAPE LIBRARY) 
ANNCR: 


THE VOICE OF AMERICA PRESENTS... ENCOUNTERS WITH SCIENCE ... 
A WEEKLY REPORT ON THE WORK OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS. TODAY: 


SCIENCE BECOMES PROFESSIONAL. 


VOICE: 
IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR FOR THE UNITED STATES, A LOOK 
BACK INTO THE PAST SHOWS THAT SCIENCE BEGAN HERE MOSTLY AS 
A HOBBY. ONE MAN WHO TOOK AN INTEREST IN SCIENCE AS A 
HOBBY, OR AVOCATION, WAS JOEL POINSETT. MISTER POINSETT 
€1799-1851) WAS AN AMERICAN DIPLOMAT, LEGISLATOR, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS, AND AUTHOR. YET, HIS GREATEST FANE COMES FROM 
INTRODUCING INTO CULTIVATION A FLOWERING SHRUB WHICH IS 
POPULAR IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON -- NAMED AFTER HIM POINSETTIA. 
DOCTOR SALLY GREGORY KOHLSTEDT, OF SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY'S 
HISTORY DEPARTMENT REGARDS HIM AS A TYPICAL EARLY PRACTIONER 
OF SCIENCE IN THIS COUNTRY. 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- KOHLSTEDT 


"WELL, CERTAINLY THE BEGINNING OF AMERICAN SCIENCE WAS 
AMATEUR SCIENCE... THERE WERE NEW PLANTS, NEW ANIMALS, NEW 
THINGS TO BE DISCOVERED. AND SO EVEN THE PERSON WHO HAD 
VERY LITTLE EXPERIENCE IN THE SCIENCES MIGHT JUST DISCOVER 
SOMETHING NEW AND GET HIS NAME OR HER NAME APPLIED, AS JOEL 
POINSETT DID IN THE POINSETTIA." 
VOICE: 

BY THE END OF THE U.S. CIVIL WAR, PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE 
WAS FIRMLY ESTABLISHED. MORE TERRITORIES WERE SEEKING 
STATEHOOD AND AMERICA NEEDED DETAILED MAPS OF ITS LAND AND 
COASTLINES. THIS MEANT JOSS NOT FOR AMATEURS BUT PROFESSIONALS. 


INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING BEGAN TO ASSUME A PRESTIGE 
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SIMILAR TO THE UNIVERSITIES OF EUROPE, AI!ID THE PROFESSOR 
BECAME INCREASINGLY A PROFESSIONAL PERSON. SPECIAL RESEARCH 
CENTERS OFFERED THE PROFESSIONAL SCIENTISTS THE PLACE THEY 
NEEDED FOR HIGHER LEARNING. NEW SOCIETIES WERE ORGANIZED 
GIVING SCIENTISTS SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING. 

TAPE: CUT TWO -- KOHLSTEDT 

COPT "OBVIOUSLY, THE PURPOSE OF PROFESSIONALIZATION IS TO 
DISTINGUISH LEADING PRACTIONERS, TO GIVE THEM CREDITABILITY 
AND SUPPORT AND, BY IMPLICATION, TO SEPARATE THEM FROM 

THESE PEOPLE WE DESIGNATE AS AMATEURS IN A WAY, THAT SOMETIMES 
HAS BEEN DETRIMENTAL TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF SCIENCE WITH 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC HERE IN THE UNITED STATES." (CEND OPT) 
VOICE: 

IF THERE WAS ONE DRAWBACK TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE, IT WAS THE DIVISION BETWEEN THE 
AMATEUR AND THE PROFESSIONAL. THE AMATEURS, WHILE 
REALIZING THEIR LIMITATIONS, BELIEVED THEY COULD PLAY 
A USEFUL ROLE. 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- KOHLSTEDT 


“THEY HAD FEW ILLUSIONS BY THE 1850S THAT THEY WERE GOING 
TO CONTRIBUTE SUBSTANTIALLY. BUT THEY WANTED TO KNOW AND 
IN THEIR WANTING TO KNOW, THEY LEARNED MORE ABOUT THE 
SCIENCES THAN ANY LAYMAN EVER WOULD. AS A RESULT CTHEY) 
OFTEN COULD SERVE AS A KIND OF LIAISON OR TRANSLATOR OF SCIENCE. 
BUT INCREASINGLY THE PROFESSIONALS EXCLUDED THESE PEOPLE... 
THE OLD SOCIETIES, THE LOCAL SOCIETIES LIKE THE BOSTON 
SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY, EVENTUALLY DEVELOPED THEIR 
COLLECTION INTO A MUSEUM, AND INSTEAD OF IT BEING A MUSEUM 
WHICH COULD EXEMPLIFY THE LATEST IN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, 
IT BECAME A REPOSITORY OF THE OLD KNOWLEDGE." 


ANNCR: 
THIS HAS BEEN ENCOUNTERS WITH SCIENCE... A REPORT ON 

THE WORK OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS. YOU HEARD TODAY: AMERICAN 

SCIENCE BECOMES PROFESSIONAL. THIS PROGRAM WAS PRODUCED 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL SCIENCE 


FOUNDATION. -0- 
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